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t!AP AND GOWN DAY REMARKS 
June 3, 1964 
A telephone call on October 31, 1959, marked the tart 
of the University of Minnesota, Morris. This telephone call 
heralded the action by the Board of Regents of the University 
of Minnesota in inaugurating an experimental program of collegiate 
instruction to begin in the fall of 1960 at the University's 
facilities at Morris. The action by the Board of Reents of the 
University of Minnesota was in response to the resolution passed 
by the 1959 Minnesota Legislature asking that the University of 
Minnesota furhher explore the possibility of using the facilities 
at the West Central School of Agriculture for collegiate instruction. 
The University of Minnesota facilities at Morris have been 
in operation for 54 years, havin been given by a Land Grant from 
the Federal Government to the State of Minnesota in 1908 the 
title to lands and buildings occupied by the Federal _' Indian School. 
During the ensuing years a series of educational progr8.l!ls have 
been offered and each change in program and curriculum was accompanied 
by a comparable change in educational needs of western Minnesota. 
From 1950 to 1960 the West Central School of Agriculture operated 
a four-year secondary school which graduated its last class in 1963. 
Tb• experimDt&l tint year vu conducted without le1ialatiYe funcl.1 1 
vitb the operaticmal coat• beinc ab•orbed by local contribution• 11114 
.:miH aade aY&ilable by the phue-out of the School of Acriculture. '!'be 
initial boolu in the library• the cbeaiatry labontory • aicroacopea tor 
Dioloey u4 de•k• tor facult7 vere out-richt 1if"ta trca th• citi&a• or 
wateni N:Slmeaota. Tb• 1961 Minneaota Leahlature 1ap1 ... 11ted the eatab-
liahalDt ot the tisi•erait1 or Miueaota, Morrie aa a tour-rear collepate 
Pl'O&l"• by appropriatiDI the DeceHU"J t\mcl.l tor the HCOlld Uld tbir4 
1•ar• ot openticm. The 1963 Ninaeaota Le1hlatu.re prortded appropr1a-
t1cma vbich renected the lipiticut p-ovt.h ot 'bot.h tbe ■ tuclent boq 
t'rca 238 in 1960 to 690 lut tall u4 the coapletiOD or a 110deat, yet 
e~lete, tour-7ear liberal art• curricula. 
Tbe UDi wnlt7 ot MiAM■ota, Norri• in the tra41t1011 or tbe 
Aaeric• liberal art• eollece otter• i ta •t\ldeat• ~th tbe 'broa4 
paaeral e4ucatica prop-• 1114 tb• opportunitiH to acql'1ra apecial1H4 
uovledp leadiDI toward protealion&l. ud 'f0Cati011t.l o'bJectiw•. It 
1a a li'Mrt.l art• coll•&• with t.M c~it)' ot coll• .. • vbieb IIMe 
11p the aih-.rsity of Miue1ota. It ll&iat&iu a aelectiTe adlliaaiaa 
policy •d the•-- hip 1t111d&rda or acadieale 1D1tnacti011 u4 tacultr 
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preparation which have always characterized the University of Minnesota. 
In addition to its role in the broad general educational areas of 
liberal arts it has within its framework a distimguished teacher 
education program and strong preprofessional course offerin s. 
Today, faculty and seniors alike should feel a particular 
pride to the unique contribution that each has made in the launching 
of a new college the development of academic philosophy, the 
establishment of organizations, publications, campus events and 
traditions • The two events - Cap and Gown Day today and Commencement 
in less than two weeks -- mark the end of four years of precedent-
setting at the University of Minnesota, Morris. It climaxes a 
particularly difficult task on the part of its students and on the 
part of the University. It also reflects the enthusiastic support 
which the citizens of Minnesota have given to the establishment of 
this newest college of the University. 
Each of you seniors today share in this academic ceremony 
with the faculty with the knowledge that you have now taken a 
s.ignificant step forward toward your own personal goals and objectives. 
America has developed an educational system unique in the 
world as it has made available the opportunity of education to all. 
The citizens of our state han provided the maJor ahare of the cost• 
ot your collegiate educatioa. Inherent vith the system of public 
education is the obligation and responsiblity vhich you aas\Ule to your 
University and to the people and society which haYe siven you the 
opportunity of education. Responsible citizenship by 1radv.ates and 
faculty beco•s an obligation which each must as ume to insure the 
continuance of American educat ion, 
Congratulaticms to each senior for your achievement. Congratu-
lations to each faculty member for your guidance end your devotion, 
I congratulate you from the UniYersity of Minnesota on this 1ignifi-
cant occasion, 
Thank you, 
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